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effectuate a change in our administration, and to oblige our present President [Adams] to resign,55 and further adds that the French authorities contemplate expelling from France "every American who could not prove55 that he was for France and against America.
"Attempts,55 he continues, "are made to divide the Envoys and with that view some civilities are shown to Mr. G.[erry] and none to the two others [Marshall and Pinckney], . . . The American Jacobins here pay him [Gerry] great Court.551 The little New Englander already was yielding to the se* ductions of Talleyrand, and was also responsive to the flattery of a group of unpatriotic Americans in Paris who were buttering their own bread by playing into the hands of the Directory and the French Foreign Office.
Marshall now beheld a stage of what he believed was the natural development of unregulated demoo-racy. Dramatic events convinced him that he was witnessing the growth of license into absolutism. Early in December Bonaparte arrived in Paris. Swiftly the Conqueror had come from Rastadt, traveling through France incognito, after one of his lightning-flash speeches to his soldiers reminding them of "the Kings whom you have vanquished, the people upon whom you have conferred liberty.55 The young generaFs name was on every tongue.
Paris was on fire to see and worship the hero. But Bonaparte kept aloof from the populace. He made himself the child of mystery. The future Emperor o^
' Pinckney to King, Paris, Dec. 14, 1797; King, ii, 259-60.